
KLC is a non-profit organization formed in 1953 to purchase, maintain and improve Kinderhook Lake.

In order to keep everyone informed, all residents, Members and Nonmembers, are sent this Newsletter.

OCTOBER 5, 2011

KINDERHOOK LAKE 

CORPORATION NEWS
P.O. Box 53, Niverville, New York, 12130 (518) 784-2050
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Three Centuries of History

www.kinderhooklakecorp.org

Once again, the gate on the dam will be opened on Oct. 15th

to lower the level of the lake by about 4 ft.   This year the level

may go down a little faster than usual in order to begin

construction of the upgrade on the dam.  A description of the

upgrade is included on page 4 of this Newsletter.  Since the 

water level may go up early in the Spring due to rapid snow-

melt and rain, it is important to have work on waterfronts 

done in the Fall rather than Spring. 

At the Annual Meeting on August 27th, Dan Langer, who lives

on Rose Street, and Mike Weldon, who lives on Hawley Road 

Extension, were elected to the KLC Board to replace Victor 

Bujanow and Dick Faust who are retiring.  Victor was respon-

sible for handling insurance issues for the Corporation and was

instrumental in obtaining liability insurance when NY State

arbitrarily changed our dam’s classification and our insurance 

was cancelled.  Dick assisted in both our alum and copper sulfate

application programs and was always willing to assist in other

programs as well.  Both will be missed and we thank them both 

for all they did for the Corporation.

The election of the officers of the Corporation, which is the 

responsibility of the KLC Board, is scheduled for Oct. 14th.

Annual Drawdown - October 15th!!

 

As the price of postage continues to rise and more home

owners and KLC members have access to the web, it is 

increasingly important to communicate by e-mail.  When you

pay your dues next year, please consider including your e-mail

address for the Newsletter and lake information.  Thanks!!

e-Mail

The KLC Board

 

Mitchison and Sons, Inc.

(518) 766-2756

Kyle T. Mitchison - owner
126 Little lake Rd.
North Chatham, NY 12132

All Types of Excavation

Backhoe, Bulldozer Work
Retaining Walls

Also, delivery of
Mulch   Topsoil   Gravel   Other Material. . .

The Taste You Remember

CONFECTIONERY, INC.

im VasilowJ

ESTABLISHED 1923

741 Columbia Street

518.828.2717 voice
518.828.3118 fax

jim@vasilows.com
www.vasilos.comHudson, NY 12534

REESTABLISHED 2002

The Kleeber Agency, Inc.

2880

(518) 758-7123

Call for an appointment

Auto, Home, Life, Business

Valatie, NYRoute 9

Let us help manage your
insurance cost.

   
    

  FINANCIAL  

THROUGH  INSURANCE 

Elizabeth C. Modleski

ETTY’S      ROPERTIESB P

Licensed Real Estate Broker/Owner

Country Homes   Farms   Acreage

Email:betty@bettysproperties.com

www.bettysproperties.com

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

2201 Route 21    Valatie, NY 12184

Office: 518-758-2080   Fax: 518-758-2090 MLS
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

R

REALTOR
R

Please support our advertisers;

           they support us.
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WATER LEVEL CONTROL AND SEVERE FLOODING

     As you know, our dam has a gate which is opened and closed manually to assist in controlling 

the water level.  However, the control is through a 4 ft.-diameter pipe which permits only a 

limited amount of water flow, even when the gate is completely open.  To assist in the release of 

water following heavy rains of the type which we experienced during Hurricane Irene, a 30-ft. 

section of 18-inch boards on the primary spillway is supposed to bend pipes and be released 

to permit additional water to flow from the lake.  In August 2009, when we experienced extreme 

flooding and lost our cutter-boat over the dam, the boards did not release and KLC Directors 

were concerned that the pipes and boards did not meet specifications which were agreed upon 

with NYDEC in 1994.  

     However, when the boards were removed in the Fall of 2009, it was found that the pipes had 

bent but not far enough to release the boards and that they did, indeed, satisfy specifications.  

In 2010, new boards and pipes were installed and they were the ones in place when the rains of 

Hurricane Irene hit this year.  As indicated in e-mails and on the web site, this time the boards 

released and prevented flooding from being even worse than it was.  However, when new boards 

and pipes were installed and we experienced the heavy rains of Tropical Storm Lee, the pipes 

bent, but, once again, did not release the boards and flooding was servere.  The present pipe-

board system was installed many years ago and has never functioned as originally proposed - 

sometimes it releases, sometimes it does not.  When the possibility of heavy rains was reported 

on the news on August 26th, the gate was opened and the water dropped about 10 inches.  How-

ever, when the rains came, the water level increased 3 ft. the night of Aug. 28th and the flow 

through the lake was so great that it washed a large number of bogs loose from the old stream-

bed and floated them to the dam.  This is the first time in memory that an entire line of bogs 

were ripped from the bottom and brought to the surface all at once.  Many of them piled up in 

front of the dam and it is suspected that some of them, which weigh tons, hit the boards and 

caused their release.  A huge pile was cleared from the emergency spillway after Irene and a pile, 

which washed in front of the spillway after Lee, is still there, along with a long dock and a tree.

    Obviously, the pipe-board system is not functioning properly and should be replaced by one

which would permit the spillway to be opened when heavy rains are expected.  With our present 

system, once flood water is pressing against the boards, it is impossible to move them. In fact, 

during recent floods, water was flowing so violently over the boards that it almost washed away

the bridge over the spillway - it was dangerous, even to approach the bridge.  Even under con-

ditions of normal rainfall, it is extremely difficult and time consuming to operate the gate and 

maintain constant water level.  Records of gate control for the past two years indicate that it had

to be changed at least twice a week in the summer - it is a time-consuming, thankless job.  Since 

a number of automated systems are available to handle water flow over spillways, the KLC 

Board is looking into those systems to determine which one would be best to install.  Of course, 

automated systems are expensive but we must improve our system to provide better control and 

avoid serious flooding.  Once the present dam upgrade is complete and the KLC Board has a 

better idea of the financial condition of the Dam Reserve Fund, they will move forward with 

plans to install a better system.
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Fish Stocking

On September 16th, the Fisheries Division of NYDEC stocked 

the lake with 1,100 10-to 12-inch tiger muskies.  KLC was not

notified in advance of the stocking.  DEC personnel involved in

the delivery said that the lake has so many white perch that 

other species will not survive.  Last year, DEC indicated that 

they would attempt to stock walleyes but the individuals who 

brought the fish indicated that walleye survival is not good; 

no less than 10,000 would be needed and DEC did not have 

enough for stocking this year.  They said it is important to stock 

large preditor fish because our white perch are getting larger. 

Two years ago DEC stocked tiger muskies and very few have 

been caught.  They said this year’s fish are about 2 inches longer

and many should survive.  They were asked to please inform 

KLC before stocking again.

Brooks BBQ

The KLC Board was shocked by the large response to the 

Brooks BBQ which was held August 27th at the Niverville Fire

Hall.  Chickens in the BBQ were gone within 30 minutes and 

some individuals who were planning to purchase dinners were 

upset that none were available.

If the event is held next year, those who wish to purchase 

dinners will have to arrange for them in advance to be sure that

KLC orders a sufficient number to cover the demand.

Annual Raffle Drawing

Winners in the Annual Drawing held at the Annual Meeting on 

August 27th at the Niverville Fire Hall were as follows:

1st Prize - $250: Dorothy Eckert

2nd Prize - $150: Rob Warrington

3rd Prize - $75 Steve McLaughlin (Donated to KLC)

4th Prize - $35 in KLC Merchandise: Greg Reeves

Check out the merchandise on the KLC Web site for gifts 

for Christmas.  Call Ken Bosen, 4546-1542, to place your 

orders.  

KLC Christmas Gifts

Musical Entertainment For All Occasions

JACK’S

DJ SERVICE

Jack Bogarski

Valatie, NY 518-758-1392

W&B GOLF CARTS
SALES    SERVICE    RENTALS.

.

.

50 YEARS     1958 -- 2008

SCOTT  PATZWAHL

YAMAHA

PRESIDENT

3391 ROUTE 9

HUDSON, NY 12534

T 518 851 2266

F 518 851 2268

WBGOLFCARTS@MHCABLE.COM

SEAMLESS

GUTTERS
WARRINGTON CONSTRUCTION

SEAMLESS

GUTTERS
WARRINGTON CONSTRUCTION

518-392-9001

RWARRINGTON @FAIRPOINT.NET

Phone: 518-784-3008

3429 Route 9

INSTALLATION   REPAIRS   CLEANING   LEAF GUARD

Valatie, NY 12184 Custom Homes

For every house is built by someone, but He who built all thing is God.  Heb. 3:4

Restorations
Additions
RemodelingFax: 518-784-2224

e-Mail: LarryCav@gmail.com

CAVAGNARO CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

Lawrence Cavagnaro,  President

Lofgren Agency

HERMON T. HUNTLEY 

AGENCY, INC.
New Lebanon   518-794-8982

Chatham   518-392-9311

Here to insure your world.

RAYMOND  E.  BOND

FUNERAL  HOME

DAVID B. SCACE

Tel.  518-758-7031

VALATIE, NEW YORK 12184

ANDREW SCACE RICHARD GAGNON

BILL'S SERVICE

BILL THOMAS - PROP.

766-3122

Automotive & Small
Engine
Repairs!

25 Malden Street
NASSAU

Custom Exhausts

CENTER

P. O. Box 787

518.784.5000 Cell 518.265.5699
Email cshank@shank-falvey.com

Fax 518.784.5008

3341 Route 9 Valatie, NY 12184

I  N  S  U  R  A  N  C  E 

CHUCK SHANK 

PRESIDENT 

SF
SHANK FALVEY
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KLC Area Directors

1

2

Russ Camadine

784-2087

Dave Stewart
Treasurer

Dave Schecter
784-2088

Paula Pugliese
784-2155

Merchandise Water Quality

Dan Langer
784-2158

Mike Weldon

3

784-4326

4

Ken Bosen

Rick Tieriault

5

456-1542

Bernie Kelleher
784-4717

6

7

356-2554

8

9

Paul Winslow

1st Vice PresidentPresident
784-3361

Sharon Grubin
Secretary

212-831-0835

11

10

Drew Nelson

347-721-6930

12

The Dam Upgrade

A contract has been signed with Keller Construction Corp. to 

begin the process of upgrading the dam as soon as the water is 

down to winter level in October.  Depending on the weather, 

completion should be sometime in November.  Stan Cruden,

who has negotiated the contract and will follow the construction, 

indicates that KLC has sufficient monies in the Dam Reserve 

Fund to cover the upgrade but does not want to give a specific

figure for the Program because we do not know exactly what

will be found when construction is begun.

Heavy equipment will be required to drive coffer steel and pour

concrete so the fence on the west side of the dam will have to

be removed during the construction and replaced when complete.

When the task is done, the front of the dam will be completely 

covered with coffer steel and should be sound for many years to 

come.  Once an improved spillway system is in place, as pre-

sented on page 2, Kinderhook Lake will be much better prepared 

for heavy rains than ever before.

NYDEC Phosphorus Study

On  August 3rd, KLC received an 83-page report from NYDEC

on phosphorus in Kinderhook Lake.  The study was done in 

2008 and 2009 to determine the sources of phosphorus in the 

lake and how they might be reduced.  The study was performed 

by the CADMUS Group, Inc. of Watertown, MA and must been

expensive because it analyzed vertually every source of phos-

phorus in the watershed.  An important finding was that, as a 

result of our alum program, no significant amount of phosphorus

is coming from the bottom whereas a prior study by NYDEC in

1997 indicated that one-half was coming from the bottom.

Their conclusion is that input of phosphorus from septic systems 

must be decreased in order to significantly reduce phosphorus  

levels in the summer.  They recommended that a major effort be 

undertaken to have all septic tanks pumped at least biannually 

and to identify, by dye testing, any system that is not functioning 

properly.  In 2012, KLC will recommend repeatedly that all

lakeshore residents follow these guidelines.

Res./O ce:

MAIN OFFICE:

Chatham, NY 12037

PHONE: (518) 392-7062

143 Longview Drive

RESIDENTIAL  --

--  COMMERCIAL

1947 Co. Rt. 22

P. O. Box 102

Ghent, NY 12075

Ph.   (518) 392 2113
Cell (518) 821 3439

Fax (518) 392 4007

E-mail: grayridersales@aol.com

www.grayrider.com

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

R

GRAY RIDER

THE

REAL ESTATE COMPANY LLC

Richard V. Faust - Associate Broker

Claudette Roetina

Claudette Roetina

Office: 518-758-2211 Website:
Residence: 518-758-6850 ClaudetteR.com
Cell: 518-755-6903 E-Mail:
Fax: 518-758-2256 cr@ClaudetteR.com

Principle Broker

4 Bell Lane

Valatie, NY 12184

Licensed Real Estate Broker

WO

SKATE
FACTORY

T

neO !

Phone: 518-822-8453 / www.skatefactory.net

Bring a friend for 2 for 1 Admission!
May not be used with any other discount or promotion

Rentals extra

1131 State Route 9H, Ghent, NY 12075

Thomas P. Mooney

Family Owned and Operated for over 30 years

Thomas P. Mooney11 Elm Street

LLC

Nassau, N.Y. 12123-0490 Terence P. Mooney
Directors

Funeral Home

(518) 766-3828

FRANK’S FIX-IT

518 - 766 - 2400

TOP QUALITY MINOR HOME

REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT

PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT

FURNITURE  REFINISHING

The National Union Bank of Kinderhook

Kinderhook, NY 12106

1 Hudson Street

www.nubk.com    758.7101

Member  FDICFDIC
Member

K inderhook Bank

EQUAL HOUSING 
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